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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the communication filed on December 01, 1997. Claims 2-7, 9-14 
and 16-20 are pending in this application. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This is in response to an amendment filed on August 10, 2005. In the amendment, claims 
1, 8, 15, 21 have been cancelled. Claims 2, 9, 16 and 20 have been amended. Claims 2-7, 
9-14 and 16-20 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on August 10, 2005 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues that the prior art is moot and the only rejections remaining are under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). The applicant continues to explain that U.S. Patent Nos: 6,466,921 and 
6,526,391 are "disqualified as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103 (c) based on common 
ownership". The Examiner aggress however, has applied new prior art reference that 
qualify under U.S.C. 102(a). Thus examiner notes that applicant can not exclude these 
references under U.S.C. 103(c). 



5. 



Below are the updated rejections. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 2, 9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Robert 
Cordery et al (International Publication Number WO 98/57304), hereinafter 
referenced as Cordery. 

As per Claim 2 

Cordery ('304) discloses a method and system, a mail piece verification system for 
processing mail pieces, the mail pieces having associated therewith respective mail piece data, 
the system comprising , [{fig.l, element 10}]; 

A data center in operative communication with a plurality of mail processing centers, the 
data center including a plurality of account files corresponding to a plurality of postage 
metering systems , [{fig 1, element 30}, transaction data center]; 

And wherein the data center is for: 

Storing reset data in each of the plurality of account files representative of reset activity 
associated with the plurality of postage metering systems, respectively , [{pg 6, lines 1-5}, data 
stored at the data center]; 
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Receiving respective mail piece data corresponding to the mail piece from the plurality of 
mail processing center, [(pg 12, lines 3-4}, receives a request]; 

Using the respective mail piece data, storing empirical data in each of the plurality of 
account files representative of mailing activity associated with the plurality of postage metering 
systems, respectively; and , [{pg 6, lines 1-5}, data stored at the data center] 

Conducting a forensic accounting analysis of the empirical data and the reset data 
associated with a selected postage metering system using , previously defined time period over 
which to conduct the forensic accounting analysis, [{pg 6, lines 22-26}, evidencing transaction 
data stored authenticated records]. 

As per Claim 9: 

Cordery ('304) discloses a method and system , a method of operating a mail piece 
verification system for processing mail piece, the mail piece having associated therewith 
respective mail piece data, the method comprising: 

Receiving mail pieces at a plurality of mail processing centers that have been prepared by 
a plurality of postage metering systems, [{pg 12, lines 4-7}, receives request from meter 
database]; 

Obtaining the respective mail piece data from the mail pieces; 

Maintaining a plurality of account files corresponding to the plurality of postage metering 
systems, (p g. 6, lines 1-6}, secure accounting for postage evidencing transaction at center]; 
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Storing reset data in each of the plurality of account files representatives of reset activity 
associated with plurality of postage metering systems, respectively , [{pg.6 lines 1-6}, stored at 
data center]; 

Using the respective mail piece data, storing , empirical data in each of the plurality of 
account files representative of mailing activity associated with the plurality of postage metering 
systems, respectively; and, [{pg.6 lines 1-6}, stored at data center]; 

Conducting a forensic accounting analysis of the empirical data and the reset data 
associated with a selected postage metering system p reviously defined time period over which 
to conduct the forensic accounting analysis, [{pg. 6, lines 22-26}, evidencing transaction data 
stored authenticated records]. 

As per Claim 16: 

Cordery ( 6 304) discloses a method and system , a method of operating a data center for 
processing data associated with mail pieces and a plurality of postage metering systems for 
preparing mail pieces, the method comprising: 

Obtaining reset data representative of reset activity associated with the plurality of 
postage metering systems; [(p g 6, 1-5}, data stored at the data enter] 

Obtaining empirical data representative of mailing activity associated with the plurality 
of postage metering systems; and, [(p g 6, lines 1-5}, data stored at the data center] 

Conducting a forensic accounting analysis of the empirical data and the reset data 
associated with selected postage metering system, p reviously defined time period over which to 
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conduct the forensic accounting analysis, [{pg. 6, lines 22-26}, evidencing transaction data 
stored authenticated records]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 3, 5-7, 10, 12-14, 17, 19 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Robert Cordery et al. (International Publication Number WO 
98/57304) and further in view of Robert Cordery (306) et al. (International Publication 
Number WO 98/57306), hereinafter referred as to Cordery (306). 

As per Claim 3 
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Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the data center initiates 
responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is not 
consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system. 

Cordery (306) discloses a method and system wherein the data center initiates responsive 
action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is not consistent with 
the reset data for the selected postage metering system (page 6, lines 24-30), postage evidence is 
inhibited when parameter does not match. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery' s method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the data center initiates responsive 
action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is not consistent with 
the reset data for the selected postage metering system, postage evidence is inhibited when 
parameter does not match, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (page 6, 
lines 24-30), 

As per Claim 5 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number; the responsive action includes issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; and the 
data center provides instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold 
processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number while allowing normal 
processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number. 
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Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system wherein, the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number; the responsive action includes issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; and the 
data center provides instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold 
processing of mail pieces containing the Existing serial number while allowing normal 
processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number (pg. 6, lines 24-30), defines a 
combination of postage parameters. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction with 
Cordery ('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number; the responsive action includes issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; and the 
data center provides instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold 
processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number while allowing normal 
processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number defines a combination of postage 
parameters, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (pg. 6, lines 24-30). 

As per Claim 6 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number; the responsive action includes issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; and the 
data center provides instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold 



Application/Control Number: 09/777,592 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3639 

processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number while allowing normal 
processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system wherein, the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number; the responsive action includes issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; and the 
data center provides instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold 
processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number while allowing normal 
processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number (pg. 6, lines 24-30), defines a 
combination of postage parameters. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction with 
Cordery ('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number; the responsive action includes issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; and the 
data center provides instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold 
processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number while allowing normal 
processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number defines a combination of postage 
parameters, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (pg. 6, lines 24-30). 



As per Claim 7 
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Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, the responsive action includes 
issuing instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to increase a sample rate for mail 
pieces including mail piece data corresponding to the selected postage metering system. 

Cordery ( 6 306) discloses a method and system wherein, the responsive action includes 
issuing instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to increase a sample rate for mail 
pieces including mail piece data corresponding to the selected postage metering system (pg 6, 
lines 3-8), postage metering system dispense on certain numbers and days. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery 5 s (304) method and system in conjunction with 
Cordery ('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the responsive action includes 
issuing instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to increase a sample rate for mail 
pieces including mail piece data corresponding to the selected postage metering system, postage 
metering system dispense on certain numbers and days, which additionally verifies the product 
data and its origin (pg. 6, lines 3-8) . 

As per Claim 10 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein further comprising: initiating 
responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is not 
consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system. 

Cordery ( fi 306) discloses a method and system wherein further comprising the step(s) of: 
initiating responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is 
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not consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system (pg. 6, lines 24-30), 
postage evidence is habited when parameters does not match. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, further comprising the step(s) of: 
initiating responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is 
not consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system, postage evidence is 
habited when parameters does not match, which additionally verifies the product data and its 
origin (pg. 6, lines 21-32). 

As per Claim 12 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number, the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
allowing normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number; and 
instructing the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold processing of mail pieces 
containing the existing serial number. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number, and further comprising the step(s) of: issuing a new 
serial number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
allowing normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number; and 
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instructing the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold processing of mail pieces 
containing the existing serial number (pg.6, lines 21-32), the subset defines a combination of the 
postage evidence, parameters. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery' s method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
( c 306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the selected postage metering system 
includes an existing serial number, and further comprising the step(s) of: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; allowing 
normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number; and instructing the plurality 
of mail processing centers to withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial 
number the subset defines a combination of the postage evidence, parameters, which 
additionally verifies the product data and its origin (pg.6, lines 21-32). 

As per Claim 13 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number, the method further comprising the step(s) of: issuing 
a new serial number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial 
number; 

allowing normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number; and 
instructing the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold processing of mail pieces 
containing the existing serial number. 
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Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number, and further comprising the step(s) of: issuing a new 
serial number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
allowing normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number; and 
instructing the plurality of mail processing centers to withhold processing of mail pieces 
containing the old serial number (pg. 6, lines 16-21), the subset defines a combination of the 
postage evidence, parameters. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
( c 306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the selected postage metering system 
includes an existing serial number, and further comprising the step(s) of: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; allowing 
normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial number; and instructing the plurality 
of mail processing centers to withhold processing of mail pieces containing the old serial 
number the subset defines a combination of the postage evidence, parameters, which 
additionally verifies the product data and its origin (pg.6, lines 1 5-22). 

As per Claim 14 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, the responsive action includes 
issuing instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to increase a sample rate for mail 
pieces including mail piece data corresponding to the selected postage metering system. 
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Cordery ('3 06) discloses a method and system wherein, the responsive action includes 
issuing instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to increase a sample rate for mail 
pieces including mail piece data corresponding to the selected postage metering system (pg.6, 
lines 3-8), postage metering system dispense on certain numbers and days. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery' s method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the responsive action includes issuing 
instructions to the plurality of mail processing centers to increase a sample rate for mail pieces 
including mail piece data corresponding to the selected postage metering system, postage 
metering system dispense on certain numbers and days, which additionally verifies the product 
data and its origin (pg. 6, lines 3-8) . 

As per Claim 17 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein further comprising: initiating 
responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is not 
consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system wherein further comprising: initiating 
responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is not 
consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system (pg. 6, lines 21-32), 
postage evidence is habited when parameters does not match. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery 's method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
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( 6 306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, further comprising the step(s) of: 
initiating responsive action if the forensic accounting analysis reveals that the empirical data is 
not consistent with the reset data for the selected postage metering system, postage evidence is 
habited when parameters does not match, which additionally verifies the product data and its 
origin (pg. 6, lines 21-32). 



As per Claim 19 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
Providing instructions to allow normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial 
number; and 

Providing instructions withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
Providing instructions to allow normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial 
number; and 
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Providing instructions withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number, 
(pg. 6, lines 21-32), the subset defines a combination of the postage evidence, parameters. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
( 6 306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the selected selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
Providing instructions to allow normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial 
number; and providing instructions withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing 
serial number, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (pg.6, lines 21-32). 

As per Claim 20 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
Providing instructions to allow normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial 
number; and 

Providing instructions withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number. 

Cordery ( 6 306) discloses a method and system wherein the selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
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Providing instructions to allow normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial 
number; and 

Providing instructions withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing serial number, 
(pg. 6, lines 21-32), the subset defines a combination of the postage evidence, parameters. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction with Cordery 
('306)'s system to emulate an invention that deals with, the selected selected postage metering 
system includes an existing serial number the method further comprising: issuing a new serial 
number to the selected postage metering system to replace the existing serial number; 
Providing instructions to allow normal processing of mail pieces containing the new serial 
number; and providing instructions withhold processing of mail pieces containing the existing 
serial number, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (pg. 6, lines 21-32). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
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skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 4, 11 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Robert 
Cordery et al. (International Publication Number WO 98/57304) as applied to in view 
Robert Cordery (306) (International Publication Number WO98/57306) in further view of 
Thomas Well et al. ( 2001/0032881) hereinafter referenced as Wells. 



As per Claim 4 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the responsive action includes 
conducting an inspection. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system but lacks wherein selected postage 
metering system. 

Wells discloses a method and system wherein the responsive action includes conducting 
an inspection of the selected postage metering system (page 1 [0006]), to perform mail 
verification. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery and Cordery ( c 306)'s method and system in 
conjunction with Well's system to emulate an invention that deals with, the responsive action 
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includes conducting an inspection of the selected postage metering system, to perform mail 
verification, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (page 1 [0006]). 

As per Claim 11 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the responsive action includes 
conducting an inspection. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system but lacks wherein selected postage 
metering system. 

Wells discloses a method and system wherein the responsive action includes conducting 
an inspection of the selected postage metering system (page 1[0006]), to perform mail 
verification. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery and Cordery ('306)'s method and system in 
conjunction with Well's system to emulate an invention that deals with, the responsive action 
includes conducting an inspection of the selected postage metering system, to perform mail 
verification, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (page 1(0006]). 

As per Claim 18 

Cordery discloses a method and system but lacks wherein the responsive action includes 
conducting an inspection. 

Cordery ('306) discloses a method and system but lacks wherein selected postage 
metering system. 
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Wells discloses a method and system wherein the responsive action includes conducting 
an inspection of the selected postage metering system (page 1 [0006]), to perform mail 
verification. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Cordery and Cordery ( 4 306)'s method and system in 
conjunction with Well's system to emulate an invention that deals with, the responsive action 
includes conducting an inspection of the selected postage metering system, to perform mail 
verification, which additionally verifies the product data and its origin (page 1 [0006]). 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's immediate 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
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